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and tame, much to the disappointment of his stepmother
Craca, who had intended the black snake for her own son
Eric. The virtue here attributed by Saxo to a black snake is
unique ; in all other cases, where the colour of the serpent
is mentioned, it is a white snake whose flesh has this magic
virtue.1 In Norway, Sweden, and Jutland down to the nine-
teenth century the flesh of a white snake was supposed to
confer supernatural wisdom.2 We are almost led to con-
jecture that Saxo has interchanged the roles of the black and
white serpent; 3 this conjecture is borne out by the precedence
apparently given by Craca to the white serpent in the process
of cooking, as described by Saxo.
There are a number of stories in which, as in Saxo, the
magic serpent is eaten by a person for whom it was not
intended. In a Breton story 4 a workman, lodging with an
old dame who passed for a witch, one day brought her a
snake which he had killed. She cooked it ready for eating,
and when she was out of the house, the man ate a bit of it.
Going out of the house he was surprised to find that he under-
stood the language of the birds. He told the dame what had
happened, she breathed into his mouth, and after that he
ceased to understand the bird language. The way in which
Michael Scott was supposed to have become a wizard is
somewhat similar. Being attacked by a white serpent he
killed it by dividing it into three pieces at a blow. The
landlady of the house at which he stopped for the night,
hearing of this, offered a reward for the middle piece of the
white serpent. It was brought to her. In the night the
landlady, thinking everyone was asleep, cooked the serpent
and from time to time she dipped her finger in the saucepan,
upon which the cock crew. But Michael Scott was watching
her and out of curiosity he too dipped his finger in the sauce
and applied it to the tip of his tongue. Immediately the
1  Except in X. Marmier's Contes     maticus, vol. ii. p. 146.
populaires  de differentes pays, 2eme        3 The   only  example   I   know  of
Serie, p. 56, where the serpent is blue     virtue attributed to a black snake is in
with a green head.   But in Waldau's     the Panchatantra (ii. p. 359, Benfey),
version (of which Marmier's version     where the steam from a black snake
appears to be an amplification) there     boiling in a pot restores the sight of a
is no mention of the snake's colour     blind man.
(Bohmisches Marchenbuch, p. 13).              4 P. S6billot, Traditions et supersti-
2  P.  E.   Muller   on   Saxo, Gram-     lions de la ffaute-Bretagne, ii. p. 224.